ESL 202

(F2020 Version)

Comparison & Contrast Paragraph Assignment

(Topic Choices)

Because this is our final writing project of the term, I am making it a bit more demanding.  You will be expected to integrate two (2) pieces of information from at least one of the source texts presented, including proper citation format. Choose one of the following:

a).
“Competitiveness or Compassion:  Which trait leads to a happier life?”
Write a paragraph in which you compare OR contrast the two concepts. You must use info from your note-taking on “The Science of Happiness,” & “The Happy Planet Index,” as well as your own ideas to show how this may be (un)true and comment on the significance of these similarities/differences.

“The Science of Happiness”

https://news.berkeley.edu/2010/11/09/happiness_video/
“The happy planet index”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1o3FS0awtk
b).
“GNP or GNH?” (Please choose the 1st one and ignore this)
 Write a paragraph in which you give your opinion on which is the better indicator of life satisfaction.  You must use info from your note-taking from “Gross National Happiness Explained” & “The Happy Planet Index,” as well as your own ideas, to comment on the significance of the similarities or differences between these two measures.
Making the Comparison Meaningful

(Rhetorical pattern of Comparison & Contrast)

ESL 202

When developing a “C & C” piece of writing (either paragraph-length or essay length), the writer must keep the piece’s purpose in mind: to explain, persuade or inform.  The piece, therefore, has to accomplish more than simply pointing out the similarities or differences between two subjects.  Presenting the similarities or differences is merely a method of developing support for the topic/thesis, which should explain the writer’s interpretation of the topic (i.e. the reason why the writer is using similarities or differences).

Student writers often write C & C paragraphs with topic sentences such as:

•
Montreal and Toronto are similar in many ways.

•
My home in Istanbul is quite different from my home in Montreal.

•
University classes in my country are different than those at Concordia.

What is your opinion of these topic statements?  Do they represent the writer’s position, attitude, or interpretation of the topic?  

While they clearly present how the paragraph will be developed, they are not very sophisticated topic sentences because the reader gets no impression of the writer’s opinion.

In general, a well-constructed C & C topic sentence should:

1.
Indicate the writer will focus on either similarities or differences.

2.
Present the writer’s interpretation/attitude (i.e. controlling idea) about these.

TASK:
Revise the above examples to improve their effectiveness.

(Sample Answers Below):

(Original)
Montreal and Toronto are similar in many ways

(Revised)
While most Canadians could easily point out how the two cities are different, a closer look reveals some surprising similarities between Montreal and Toronto.
